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-3- Press Release SG/1553 

Zk October 1962 

During the seventeen years tl-st h: .••_- • ee:c~ since she end cf World War II, 
there has never been a more dangerous or closer confrontation cf the major povers . 
At a time when the danger to world peace vac less issoediate, or so it appears by 
comparison, my distinguishes predecessor said: 

"The principles of the Charter are, by far, greater than the Organization in 
which they are embodied, and the airs which they are to safeguard are holier than 
the policies of any single notion cr people." Ke vent on to soy : "The discretion 
and Impartiality, . .imposed on the Secretary-General by the character cf his immediate 
task rosy not degenerate into a policy of expediency. . .A Secretary -General cannot 
serve on any other assumption than that — within the necessary limits cf human 
frailty and honest differences of opinion -- all Kember Nations honour their pledge 
tc observe all articles of t'r.e Charter*,." 

It is after considerable deliberation that I r^.\'e decided to send the two 
messages to vhich I have referred earlier^ and likewise I have decided tc make this 
brief intervention tonight before the Security Council including the appeal to the 

or the prise of nations . The path cf negotiation and compromise is the only course 
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FROM: NEW YORK 

TO: Secretary of Stat-e^^"^ 


EMERGENCY SG ON CUBA^, - -'-'.: ' ,;"^-— -- 

FOL IS TEXT U THANT'S STATEMENT MADE EVENING 24 OCT IN SC: 

MR. PRESIDENT, 

TODAY THE UNITED NATIONS FACES' A MOMENT OF GRAVE RESPONSIBILITY. 
WHAT IS AT STAKE IS NOT JUST THE INTERESTS OF THE PARTIES 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED, NOR JUST THE INTERESTS OF ALL MEMBER 
STATES, BUT THE VERY FATE OF MANKIND. IF TODAY THE UNITED 
NATIONS SHOULD PROVE ITSELF INEFFECTIVE, IT MAY HAVE PROVED 
ITSELF SO FOR ALL TIME. 
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"PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES Of THE TVO GOVERNMENTS, THE EOM 0<./t\-c 
IDENTICALLY WORDED MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE 
USSR: 

"I HAVE BEEN ASKED BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES OF A 
LARGE NUMBER OF MEMBER GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO 
ADDRESS AN URGENT APPEAL TO YOU IN THE PRESENT CRITICAL STTHsttom, 
THESE REPRESENTATIVES FEEL THAT IN THE INTEREST OF INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE AND SECURITY ALL CONCERNED SHOULD REFRAIN FROM ANY ACTION 
•WHICH MAY AGGRAVATE THE SITUATION AND BRING WITH IT THE RISK 
OF WAR*- IN THEIR VIEW IT IS IMPORTANT THAT TIMS SHOULD 3E GIVEN 
TO ENABLE THE PARTIES CONCERNED TO GET TOGETHER WITH A VIEV 
TO RESOLVING THE PRESENT CRISIS PEACEFULLY AND NORMALIZING 
THE SITUATION IN THE CARIBBEAN* THIS INVOLVES ON THE ONE HAND 
THE VOLUNTARY SUSPENSION OF ALL' ARMS SHIPMENTS TO CUBA, AND ALSO 
THE VOLUNTARY SUSPENSION OF THE QUARANTINE MEASURES INVOLVING 
THE SEARCHING OF SHIPS BOUND FOR CUBA. I BELIEVE THAT SUCH 
VOLUNTARY SUSPENSION FOR A PERIOD OF TVO TO THREE WEEKS WILL 
GREATLY EASE THE SITUATION AND GIVE TIME TO THE PARTIES 
CONCERNED TO MEET AND DISCUSS WITH A VIEW TO FINDING A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM, IN THIS CONTEXT I SHALL GLADLY MAKE 
MYSELF AVAILABLE TO ALL PARTIES FOR WHATEVER SERVICES I MAY 
BE ABLE TO PERFORM. I URGENTLY APPEAL TO YOUR EXCELLENCY 
TO GIVE IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION TO THIS MESSAGE. I HAVE 
SENT AN IDENTICAL MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA." 

CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL" OF MINISTERS OF THE USSR." 

I SHOULD ALSO LIKE TO TAKE THIS. OCCASION TO ADDRESS AN URGENT 
APPEAL TO "THE PRESIDENT AND : THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF: CUBA* YESTERDAY AMBASSADOR ■' * 
?; ■- ~^&AaClA--lfi£BAUSTEGUI OF CUBA RECALLED THE WORDS OF HIS PRESIDENT, 
'«-■' -r WOHDS .WHICH WERE UTTERED FRCK1" THE ROSTRUM OF THE GENERAL 
i>" -.-^ASSEMBLY' MUST- OVl'QVQ WEEKS AGO, AND-X^QUOTEs 
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"WER£ THE UNITED STATES--ASLE-TO GIVE US PROOF, BY WORD AND DEED, 
THAT IT WOULD NOT 'CARRY' OUT "AGGRESSION AGAl-ST OUR COUNTRY, 
THEN, «E DECLARE -SOLEMNLY BEFORE YOU HERE AMD tfOtf, OUR WEAPONS 
.WOULD" BE UNNECESSARY. AMD^ OUR- ARKY- REDUNDANT. " 

HERE AGAIN I FEEL THAT ON THE BASIS OF DISCUSSIONS SOME COMMON 
GROUND HAY BE FOUND THROUGH WHICH A KAY KAY BE TRACED OUT OF THE 
PRESENT IMPASSE. I BELIEVE IT WOULD ALSO CONTRIBUTE GREATLY - 
TO THE SAME END IF THE CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAJOR 
MILITARY FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS IN CUBA WOULD BE SUSPENDED 
DURING THE PERIOD OF NEGOTIATIONS. 

'm d . PRESIDENT, I NOV MAKE A MOST SOLEMN APPEAL THE PARTIES - 
CONCERNED TO ENTER INTO NEnOTlATIONS IMMEDIATELY, EVEN 1 THIS NIGHT, 
IF POSSIBLE, IRRESPECTIVE OF ANY OTHER PROCEDURES WHICH MAY 5E 
AVAILABLE OR WHICH COULD BE INVOKED* 

I REALIZE THAT TF-pTf-ArrE AL IS HEEDED, THE FIRST SU3JECT TO 
BE DISCUSSED WILL BE THE MODALITIES, AND THAT ALL PARTIES 
CONCERNED WILL HAVE TO AGREE TO COMPLY WITH THOSE RESPONSIBILITIES 
V/HICH FALL ON THEM BEFORE ANY AGREEMENT AS c VHOLE COULD 
BECOME EFFECTIVE. I HOPE, HOWEVER, THAT THE NEED FOR SUCH 
DISCUSSION WILL NOT DETER THE PARTIES CONCERNED FRO? U-NJ-ERT.Ar'IVG 
THESE DISCUSSIONS. IN MY VIEW IT WOULD BE SHr.^T-siGHTED y:~. THE 
PARTIES CONCERNED TO SEEK ASSURANCES 0:-: IKE END RESULT BEFORE 
THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE EVEN BEGUN, 

I HAVE STATED IN MY MESSAGE TO BOTH THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE CHAIRS' 0? THE COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS OF THE USSR THAT I SHALL '-LWVY v A KZ MYSELF 
AVAILABLE TO ALL PARTIES TOR WHATEVER S -".VICES I MAY 5E *ELE 
TO PERFORM. I REPEAT- THAT PLEDSE N^v., 

DURING THE SEVENTEEN YEARS "THAT HAVE - a ~VVV SINCE THE END 0~ 
WORLD WAR II, THERE HAS^NEVEP-BEEN A V'- ;-' ^E-OUS OR CLOSED 
CONFRONTATIO N OF T HE MAJOR ■ POWERS T A'I V V1-7-E -'HEN THE DA V VE~ 
TO WORLD PEACE WAS~TE"S5~TM V SDT ATE.-OF: SO IT A-PEARS BY COMFA-ISV, 
MY DISTINGUISHED PREDECESSOR SAID? . 


UHCLA.SS T FI"- 
V 


UNCLASSIFIED 


-4- 1449, OCTOBER 24, 12 A.M., FROM :^W YC?:< 


"THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER ARE, 3Y FA 3 , GREATER TH'N THE 
ORGANIZATION IN WHICH THEY ARE EMBODIED, AMD THE AIMS WHICH THEY 
ARE TO SAFEGUARD ARE HOLIER THAN THE POLICIES OF ANY SINGLE MA" ION 
OR PEOPLE." HE VENT ON TO SAY? "THE DISCRETION AND IMPARTIALITY... 
IMPOSED ON THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 3Y THE CHARACTER OF HIS IMMEDIATE 
TASK MAY NOT DEGENERATE INTO A °OLICY OF EXPEDIENCY... 
A SECRETARY-GENERAL CANNOT SERVE ON ANY QTXZR ASSUMPTION 
THAN THAT -- VITHIN THE NECESSARY LIMITS OF HUMAN FRAILTY AND 
HONEST DIFFERENCES OF OPINION — ALL MEM3ER NATIONS HONOUR THEIR 
PLEDGE TO OBSERVE ALL ARTICLES OF THE CHARTER..." 

IT IS AFTER CONSIDERABLE DELIBERATION THAT I HAVE DECIDED 
TO SEND THE TWO MESSAGES TO WHICH I HAVE REFERRED EARLIER, 
AND LIKEWISE I HAVE DECIDED TO MAKE THIS BRIEF INTERVENTION 
TONIGHT BEFORE THE SECURITY COUNCIL INCLUDING THE APPEAL TO THE 
. PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER OF CUBA, 

I HOPE THAT AT THIS MOMENT. NOT ONLY IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 
BUT IN THE WORLD OUTSIDE, GOOD SENSE AND UNDERSTANDING WILL BE 
PLACED ABOVE THE ANGER OF THE MOMENT OR THE PRIDE OF NATIONS. 
THE PATH OF NEGOTIATION AND COMPROMISE IS THE ONLY COURSE BY WHICH 
THE PEACE OF. THE VORLD.CAN 8E. SECURED AT THIS CRITICAL MOMENT. 

MR. PHESI^NT^^THANKjJfOU^' 

STEVENSON 

FB ,-- .-'-.■ "~ 
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